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Indicators for Flanders

• Population (2024) : 6.82 mill. pers. (58.0% of BE)

• GRP (2023) : 357.2 G€ (59.9% of BE)

• Global expend R&D (GERD) (2022) : 11.64 G€ (58.8% of BE)

• R&D intensity (% GERD / GDP): 3.52% (2022)

• Total R&D personnel:   83 274 FTE (2023) (61.6% of BE)

• Patents : 2073 (2023) (73.8% of BE)
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Flemish Bioeconomy strategy
2013

SD1: Developing a coherent Flemish policy that supports and facilitates a 
sustainable bioeconomy.

SD2: Putting Flanders at the top for education and training and research 
and innovation in future-oriented bioeconomy clusters. 

SD3: Biomass is produced and used optimally and sustainably across the 
entire value chain. 

SD4: Strengthening markets and competitiveness of the bio-economic 
sectors in Flanders. 

SD5: Flanders is an important partner within European and international 
partnerships. 

Permanent operation of the Interdepartmental Working Group on 
Bioeconomy (IWG)
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Knowledge-based Bioeconomy (KBBE) 

Flemish Bioeconomy strategy

A sustainable Bioeconomy for Europe: Strengthening the connection 

between economy, society and the environment



Landbouw, 
bosbouw en 
natuurbeheer

Industrie

• Grondstoffen voor farma
• Biomaterialen (papier, hout, 

vezels, olieën,   
• Bio-energie en -raffinage
• Biogebaseerde chemicalien,
• Voedings- en meststoffen
• ...

TRL 1-3 TRL 4-6 TRL 7-9

Pijler 1

Onderzoeks-
uitdagingen en  

agenda 
voor de 

bio-economie

Pijler 2 : Economische ontwikkeling

A) Acties ism de speerpuntclusters

B) Toegang van piloot-installaties voor KMO s

C) Ondersteuning via generieke instrumenten

Pijler 3 : innovatieve samenwerkingen 
tussen industriële actoren, landbouwers, 

en intermediaire partners 

Pijler 4 :
Flankerend 

beleid 
en 

beleids-
afstemming

18/12/2020 : Flemish Bioeconomy Policy plan
(VR 2020 1812 DOC.1464/4BIS)Impulse programme bioeconomy

20 M€ R&D projects (RRF Funds)

Structural support 

1 M€/y

Industry
- Ingredients for Pharma

- Biomaterials (paper, wood, 

fiber, oils,..)

- Bioenergy and refining

- Biobased chemicals

- Food, feed and fertilisers

Agriculture, forestry and

nature management

Pillar 1

Challenges for

research and

research agenda 

for bioeconomy

Pillar 4

Policy 

support and

coherence

Pillar 3
Innovative collaborations between industrial

actors, farmers and intermediaries

Pillar 2 : Economic development

A) Actions with spearhead clusters

B) Access to pilot installations in Flanders

C) Support with generic instruments



Flemish spearhead clusters

• CATALISTI 
• Research track on biobased value chains
• Moonshot on biobased chemicals & Circular Carbon

• Flanders’ Food
• Research track on bioeconomy

• MEDVIA
• New spearhead cluster on biotechnology

• Blue Cluster
• Spearhead cluster for all marine-related developments



Bioeconomy: focus on industrial upscaling with
Open Pilot Plants

VEG-i-TEC

Fermentation Industrial processing and

transformation

Advanced 

bioaromatics

Large scale

lignine-based

bioaromatics

Marine biology

Vegetable processing

Vertical farming



18/12/2020 : Flemish Bioeconomy Policy plan
(VR 2020 1812 DOC.1464/4BIS)

• Structural support for :

VLAIO team policy advisors

B2BE Facilitator, 
matchmaker in 

bioeconomy

Annual monitor on the 
Flemish bioeconomy



10/07/2020 : Circular Flanders
(VR 2020 1007 MED.0240/1BIS)



10/07/2020 : Circular Flanders
(VR 2020 1007 MED.0240/1BIS)

Bio-
hub

bron: MADE

CCUF
bron: vergroenjeleven.nl

Biobased
building

Bioeconomy 
communication

bron: https://www.sadanduseless.com/

Working parties on 
- Quality and certification
- Policy
- Value chains

Flemish platform on 
Carbon removal & Carbon 

Farming

Website, LinkedIn, 
Newsletters, etc..

Lopende studie over beschikbaarheid biogrondstoffen in 2050
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Knowledge-based Bioeconomy (KBBE) 

Flemish Bioeconomy strategy

A sustainable Bioeconomy for Europe: Strengthening the 

connection between economy, society and the environment

Working agenda bioeconomy from

Circular Flanders

Flemish bioeconomy policy plan (R&D part)
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